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During these times of war, we feel that it our obligation to tell you, dear friends, about the current

news at “Eretz Hemdah”. We also hope and pray that the situation in the broader

 “Eretz Hemdah” (the land) will improve.

Our deepest sympathies to the families of the innocent people

who were brutally murdered by terrorists in the US.

The entire Eretz Hemdah family offers our deepest condolences to Mr. Isaac Moinester, 

Chairman of the “American Friends of Eretz Hemdah, Greater New York Chapter”

on the loss of his beloved wife, Doris, 

a victim of the horrible, terror attack in New York.

May he be comforted among the mourners of Zion and know no more sorrow
News from the Beit Midrash

	1.During the summer of 5761 we completed the laws of ketubot and studied the laws of kiddushin. The kiddushin ceremony, which creates a special relationship in which the Divine Presence rests among a deserving couple, forms the basis for fundamental halakhic discussions. Through kiddushin, the Jewish family is distinguished from the rest of mankind. Before the Torah was given, the bond between a couple was created by marriage; the Torah sanctified the people of Israel, setting them apart from other nations, and one of the manifestations of this is the concept of kiddushin (roughly, betrothal). 

Studying the Talmudic discussions and the commentary of the Rishonim also made it possible to draw halakhic conclusions on new issues that have come up in our generation, such as civil marriage; the validity of witnesses to the kiddushin who are not fully Torah-observant; kiddushin officiated by someone who is not an ordained rabbi; and changes in the kiddushin ceremony. Toward the end of the academic year, a final exam was given on the material that had been studied in depth. 


	
	During the Elul and winter terms in 5762, we will study the elements of the laws of personal status that set forth ten levels of family lineage among Jews. The basic principle on this important subject is the right of every Jewish child to be born into a family in which not only the mother’s identity is known, but the father’s identity is, too. This right has fundamental ramifications with respect to basic halakhic issues such as the prohibition of being married to more than one man at a time, marriage restrictions, and sperm donations from anonymous or non-Jewish donors.

2.In our in-depth Tanakh studies, we are working on the book of Isaiah and on understanding Isaiah’s unique approach to redemption, as well as the foreign relations of the Kingdom of Judah, especially with the Assyrian empire. Rabbi Dr. Daniel Epstein will teach the Jewish philosophy class this year and will focus on the teachings of the French-Jewish philosopher Levinas. The study of the laws of shemittah was replaced in Elul by the study of Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim. 
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	3.This year’s symposium in memory of Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli was devoted to “Torah and state,” a subject that Rabbi Yisraeli addressed extensively and for which he laid some of the foundations. The program was opened and moderated by Rabbi Yosef Carmel, co-dean of Eretz Hemdah. Rabbi Haim Druckman, dean of the Ohr Etzion hesder yeshiva, spoke on tzedakah to the poor as an expression of  Jewish unity. Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich, co-dean of the Eretz Hemdah, presented Rabbi Yisraeli’s teachings on the powers of the authorities in the State of Israel. Rabbi Zalman Nehemia Goldberg of the Supreme Rabbinical Court of Jerusalem spoke on the status of public property. Rabbi Dr. Nachum Eliezer Rabinovitch, dean of the Birkat Moshe yeshiva, spoke on the function of government. Dr. Yosef Avneri of Bar-Ilan University gave a lecture entitled “Leadership Put to the Test: Image in Crisis,” on the involvement of the religious leadership in the Arlosoroff affair. 


	
	4.
Hemdat Ha’aretz, part I, is a collection of articles  related to the Shulhan Arukh Hoshen Mishpat. The material was written by Eretz Hemdah students, the late Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli, Rabbi Zalman Nehemia Goldberg (who has taught at Eretz Hemdah since its inception), and the deans of the kollel. Subjects dealt with  include: the prohibition against stealing land; attempts to impose conditions on Torah-based obligations; a thief’s acquisition of ownership rights through modification; the principle that the civil law of the country is binding; tidal basins; finding lost property  in a large public square; a transgression that turns into force majeure; the right of workers and animals to eat on the job; property transfers over the Internet, and more.

To order the publication, please contact the offices of Eretz Hemdah (fax: 972-2-537-9626).


Activities in the Community
	*  For the third year, Eretz Hemdah fellows gave a Tanakh class at the nonreligious WIZO high school in Beit Hakerem. The course was once again a success. The year-long course focused mainly on the book of Bereshit and the Jewish family. A moving letter of thanks from the pupils concludes: “Thank you for a wonderful year of Tanakh studies that originated in love.” Another Tanakh class, this one for men and women who do not consider themselves Torah-observant, is to be given in Mevasseret Yerushalayim in the winter of 5762.

* “Yagdil Torah”, Eretz Hemdah’s enrichment  program for top students in yeshiva high schools in the Jerusalem area, the result of the inspiration of our friend, Reb B. Lande, will resume, with G-d’s help, in the 5762 academic year. The program will be expanded in terms of both the number of participants and the number of yeshivas. Each student wrote an article on one of the issues that he studied at Eretz Hemdah. To order the collection of articles, entitled Bikkurei Eretz, please contact the offices of Eretz Hemdah. We are grateful to the Wolfson Foundation for supporting this project.

	
	*  Eretz Hemdah’s Web site continues to serve the public in two main ways:

1.
Hemdat Yamim: More and more people are subscribing to the English-language Torah leaflet. To obtain the leaflet, either visit the site (www.eretzhemdah.org) or subscribe and receive it by e-mail. To receive Hemdat Yamim on a regular basis via e-mail, please e-mail us at lists@eretzhemdah.org, with the message: “join hemdatya.” Please leave the subject line blank!

The leaflets include four regular columns: a commentary on the weekly portion; a discussion in the field of Jewish civil law; “Moreshet Shaul” (an excerpt from the teachings of Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli); and a responsum from the “Ask the Rabbi” project. In the future, we plan to distribute the leaflet electronically in Hebrew, French, and Italian, too. If you would like to publish congratulations or commemorate dear departed ones, please call the offices of Eretz Hemdah. (For reasons of principle, the leaflets do not accept commercial advertisements.) The mass-circulation Torah Tidbits also prints Hemdat Yamim’s “Ask the Rabbi” section under the heading “The Vebbe Rebbe.”
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	2. “Ask the Rabbi”: Questions continue to inundate the offices of Eretz Hemdah. The questions come through the Eretz Hemdah Web site (www.eretzhemdah.org) or the OU Web site (www.ou.org). The pace of questions and answers is currently about 2,500 a year. We do our best to reply quickly, providing brief, informative answers with references. 


	
	Our friends may be interested in knowing that we recently conducted halakhic research on commercial Web sites and the Sabbath. To order it, please contact the offices of Eretz Hemdah (fax: 972-2-537-9626).




Friday Beit Midrash

The longstanding community beit midrash program continues to flourish. A wide range of men and women prepare for the Sabbath every Friday morning through classes in the beit midrash. The following is the program of classes for Tishre–Heshvan:

	Friday
	Vayelekh
	Tishre 4
	Friday
	Ha’azinu
	Tishre 12

	
	Noach
	Heshvan 2
	
	Lekh Lekha
	Heshvan 9

	
	Vayera
	Heshvan 16
	
	Hayyei Sarah
	Heshvan 23

	9:00
	Torah—the Book of Bamidbar
Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich
Dean of Eretz Hemdah kollel
	Tanakh—Ezekiel
Rabbi Yosef Carmel
Dean of Eretz Hemdah kollel

	9:45
	Break and refreshments

	10:00
	Current Issues in Jewish Law
Rabbi Menahem Burstein, 
head of the Pu’ah Institute
	The Writings of Rabbi A. I. Kook
Rabbi Mordechai Greenberg,
dean of the Kerem Beyavneh yeshiva

	10:45
	Weekly portion

	11:00
	Gemara classes 
Tractate Baba Metzia with Rashi—Rabbi Rami Sar Shalom
Tractate Ketubot with Rashi and Tosafot—Rabbi Tzadok Elias


The studies are dedicated to the memory of Rabbi Jacob L. and Shaska Moinester

	Graduate’s Corner

(In each newsletter we will attempt to report on a graduate of Eretz Hemdah and his activity on behalf of the Jewish people in Israel and the Diaspora.)

Rabbi Uzi Binenfeld (first graduating class), is the director of the Orot Nitzanim girls’ school in Giv’at Washington. 

The following is an excerpt from a major Israeli newspaper:

“Spirituality—a Center for Judaism and Tradition in the Stronghold of Secularism

In the heart of secular Israel, on Dizengoff Street in Tel Aviv, a “Jewish mind” is active—the Center for Jewish Self-Awareness. The center combines spiritual studies and content in workshops and activities on Jewish philosophy, including hasidism, Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach’s [Jewish] soul music, awareness of the essence of self, Judaism versus Christianity, the teachings of Rabbi Kook, and more. Rabbi Uzi Binenfeld leads sessions dealing with couplehood to improve existing relationships, love-building words, and marital counseling based on stories from the Tanakh. The sessions are intended for nonreligious couples seeking answers to their problems, as well as mixed religious-nonreligious couples, battered wives, and so on. The lectures are attended by young people and young couples, almost all nonreligious. 

Rosh Yehudi, 157 Dizengoff Street, Tel Aviv; tel: (03) 511-4116; www.roshyehudi.co.il.”

From “Signon,” Maariv, Sivan 5762
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	Recent Activities on Behalf of Diaspora Jewry, 

in Cooperation with the Center for Spiritual Services

 A class for the solidarity mission of South African rabbis, headed by Chief Rabbi Harris.

 A class for a delegation of British rabbis headed by Chief Rabbi Sacks.

 A seminar for the solidarity mission from the Jewish community of Boca Raton, Florida, headed by Rabbi Kenneth Brander.

 A class for the Mizrachi America solidarity mission, headed by Dr. Ganchrow.

 Assistance for the Jewish community of Fort Lee, New Jersey, in organizing a seminar on destruction, charity, and the rebuilding of Jerusalem.

 Rabbi Reuven Tradburks of Toronto took a course at Eretz Hemdah on conversion courts.

 Eretz Hemdah Sabbath programs were conducted in Riverdale, New York, and in Hendon and the Marble Arch Synagogue in London.

 Batei Midrash in France and Italy are continuing their activity. We hope to have news for you soon from there, too.


	
	Responsa B’mareh Habazak, 

Part 4

After meticulous editing and preparation of the index for volumes 1–4, volume 4 of B’mareh Habazak is now coming out. This volume includes approximately 140 questions from Diaspora rabbis. The questions deal with issues of community life and relate to all parts of the Shulhan Arukh. The topics covered include Jewish holidays that were introduced upon the rebirth of the nation in its land; medical ethics and the ramifications for laws of family lineage; the freeing of agunot; electronics and sensors on the Sabbath; and Jewish customs. The book is being published in cooperation with the Center for Spiritual Services in the Diaspora, headed by Mr. Eliezer Shefer. To order the book, please contact the offices of Eretz Hemdah.


גמר חתימה טובה!
	Shalom Wasserteil
	Rabbi Moshe Ehrenreich    Rabbi Yosef Carmel

	Chairman of the Board
	Heads of the Kollel
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Donations to Eretz Hemdah are tax-deductible in Israel under Section 46 of the Income Tax Ordinance.
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